
Dr. B. D. Davis, 
Tba Researuh Lsb., 
C&U P,. 69 &Xeet, 
New York 21, N.P. 

Ds~r Bernie: 

I Just saw your note in XJB on your further tests fbr a soluble tranafordtu 
aunt in K-12. I am glad that someone has gotten round to do this. In my 
thmria, but no&I diwovtw- in the 1947 Qenetica paper, an exper%nmt Fa mm- 
tioned which reacheti the sag conclusion: merely that the parents were plated 
one over the other in thin agar fil.&as mth~r than mixed. The yieid was redwed 
ao drasti.criLLy that the no?,iU.ty of the reecting aomponents must be quite 
low, snd coqmrabe to that of' the br,cteria thearsel~aa. Tour oqx&.mat rJIould 
be perfectly feasible even with ti fi.l.ter that leaka a fan bnctmia, and might 
even be ;?ore oonvincing: it would them be poasible to flush the suprnatant 
back and forth ratir frequently [which, by the way, I thought was thenmost 
ingenious part of your exprb3ntf/ 

This letter is to ask you whether you are contemplating the publication 
of your note. I would like vary much to encourage you to submit iti aub&anm 
as 8 letter or @x? to J. &sot. There are stffl come die-hard6 to whom this 
exparimant, plus the confimmtion of the general rsaults in another laboratory, 
would be cronv%ncd.ng. &&de frpm this consideration, which you can take to 
be a more general benefit, the experiment itself is a 8mal.l piece of. ingenuity 
for whiah you should be creditMd.Papers of a oonfirmatorg charaater are 
rometimss difficult to have accepted for publieation, but X am sure that there 
would be no difficulty here. 

If you do publisha 1 wouId appreciate it, as a personal favor, that you 
recast the diauuseion 80 aa not to brw in the speculation [which f don't 
take too seriously, and which ieliable to,be eonfused with the he&et&A. 
idea that the phase is the pprmste] of a smaller gamete on the basis of the 
transmission of lambda. These experiment8 are still very preliminary, and 
I think it would bs better not to refer to a speculation for which there is 
no evidence until it finds [or fails to] more definitive support. 'Fhe gradation 
between TP and gamete is taken up in some detail in q 1947 paper, and I think 
your experiment has some importanue in setting some sort of bound to the uisa 
lor the lability] of the reaatants, which are discussed there only ib mmh 
,mors general terms. 

If you can spare them, I would greatly appreciate a aouple od duplicate 
reprints of your Ekpsrientia paper: this will save a lot of headaches in 
assigning reading materials for class purposes, and I think this la one broad 
paper that the students should read. 

Sincerely 


